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CensusAtSchool 2016
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Over a third of students have visited the GPO 

CensusAtSchool is a non-profit making international project funded by 
organisations interested in promoting good use of statistics, mathematics and 
data handling. Ireland became involved in CensusAtSchool in 2009 when the 
Professional Development Service for Teachers (PDST), the CSO, Project Maths 
and the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) collaborated to 
set-up the Irish website www.censusatschool.ie.

4,199 (1.1%) from an estimated 380,000 secondary school students completed the 
Phase 15 questionnaire of the CensusAtSchool survey between September 2015 
and August 2016. The questionnaire covered a variety of topics ranging from 1916 
related topics, the level of Irish speaking to the type of school transport used.

Interesting findings from Phase 15 results:

♦♦ Over a third of secondary school students have visited the GPO. See Chart 1. 
Students who enjoy history are more than twice as likely as those who do not 
to have visited the 1916-1922 historical sites identified in the questionnaire.  
See Chart 2. 

♦♦ Just under half (44%) of students are transported to school by car. Only one 
fifth of students walk to school. See Chart 3.

♦♦ Exam and transition year students were less likely to know that the Census 
was conducted in April. See Chart 4.

♦♦ The top three social networks and apps used were Youtube, Snapchat and 
Instagram. Females were far more likely to use Pinterest, Instagram, and 
Snapchat than males. See Chart 5.

♦♦ Almost two thirds of students reported an ability to speak Irish (65%). Of 
those who can speak Irish, 63% never speak it outside school. See Chart 6a 
and 6b. Males are less likely than females to speak Irish outside school if they 
live in the Gaeltacht. This trend is not affected by the type of school attended. 
See Chart 7.

♦♦ Students were asked to indicate which sports they played in the previous 
year. The percentage of male students who played no sports was greater 
than the percentage of female students. Female students played a greater 
range of sports than males in general. See Chart 8.

♦♦ Students were asked to indicate what word they would use to describe being 
Irish. The top two terms for both male and female students were “Proud” 
and “Hard-working”. See Chart 9.

For more information, contact Helen McGrath at 021 453 5108 or Eoin McCuirc 
021 453 5504.
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Chart 4 Percentage of students who correctly identified the 2016 Census 
month as April
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Chart 7 Students who can speak Irish but never do so outside school 
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About
CensusAtSchools

The Royal Statistical Centre for Statistical Education (RSSCSE) started the CensusAtSchool project 
in 2000 in conjunction with the Office of National Statistics (ONS) in the UK. The project, originally 
a one-off, was linked to the UK population census of 2001. It has now developed into a dynamic, 
on-going and exciting initiative running in a number of countries.

Further information can be found here:

USA 	 http://ww2.amstat.org/censusatschool/index.cfm

Canada 	 http://www.censusatschool.ca/

Australia 	 http://www.abs.gov.au/censusatschool

New Zealand	 http://new.censusatschool.org.nz/explore/

UK 	 http://www.censusatschool.com/

Japan 	 http://census.ism.ac.jp/cas/

Sample 4,199 secondary school attendees from 169 secondary schools completed the Phase 15 questionnaire 
of the CensusAtSchool survey between September 2015 and August 2016. Because the survey is 
voluntary and not part of a representative sampling process, the results of the survey are less reliable 
in providing inferences about the overall secondary school student population.

Questionnaire The CensusAtSchool Phase 15 questionnaire and more results from the survey can be found on the 
CensusAtSchool website at http://www.censusatschool.ie/en/take-part/questionnaires

A data tool for examining CensusAtSchool data can be found:

http://censusatschool.com/getmydata.php 

http://new.censusatschool.org.nz/explore/

Background Notes

Map 1. Student participation in CensusAtSchool Phase 15 questionnaire 
 classified by county location of school

Note: The map only includes survey responses when the roll number on the questionnaire response matched a 
school roll number provided by the Department of Education and Skills.

http://ww2.amstat.org/censusatschool/index.cfm
http://www.censusatschool.ca/
http://www.abs.gov.au/censusatschool
http://new.censusatschool.org.nz/explore/
http://www.censusatschool.com/
http://census.ism.ac.jp/cas/
http://www.censusatschool.ie/en/take-part/questionnaires
http://datatool.censusatschool.org.uk/datatool.swf  
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